
Over 30 volunteer members make up the
FGCAC, bringing a variety of perspectives from
industry, government, Indigenous communities,
and academia together. 

The FGCAC has 3 classes of membership: 

Class A members attend all meetings,
contribute to meeting discussions, and may
vote at these meetings.

Class B members attend all meetings,
contribute to meeting discussions, but do not
vote.

Class C members attend all meetings, but do
not participate in meeting discussions or vote.
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COALITION UPDATE:
INTRODUCING THE NEW
FGCAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND MEMBERSHIP 

Grand Etang, NS (2017). Photo Credit: Brian Elson



The FGCAC is excited to have 5 members on our Board of Directors, each bringing their
unique expertise and perspectives forward to prevent and develop sustainable solutions to
end-of-life abandoned, lost, and discarded fishing gear. The board will help manage
individual working groups, which focus on specific areas of concern such as responsible
disposal and fishing gear retieval. Read on to learn more about them and their journey.
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MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Krista Beardy, Research Associate and MSc. Candidate
at University of New Brunswick – FGCAC Secretary

Inspired by more than 10 years of experience as a sea-
kayak guide and nature interpreter, Krista pursued an
education that focused on marine pollution issues in
Atlantic Canada. As the Marine Debris Program
Coordinator for southwestern New Brunswick, Krista
made public education and community collaboration a
top priority as she conducted community shoreline
clean-ups and workshops, addressed public schools,
government organizations and fishing associations,
and organized marine education events and initiatives.
Krista is currently an MSc. candidate and researcher
with the Department of Biological Sciences at the
University of New Brunswick in Saint John.

     With a solid background in coastal and marine ecosystem health, her current
research in the field of marine pollution focuses on microplastic concentration and
toxicity in the intertidal sediments and the potential for impact on benthic dwelling
species in both the Bay of Fundy and Gulf of St. Lawrence regions. Her work has
garnered continuing support from the government of New Brunswick, Parks Canada,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Environment and Climate Change Canada. Her work
has been featured in regional television, CBC Radio, as well as in local print media.
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Volgers Cove, NS (2020). Photo Credit: Rachel Kendall
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Sean Burke, President of Polysteel Atlantic Ltd. – FGCAC Treasurer
Sean is President of Polysteel Atlantic Limited, a rope and
cordage manufacturer located in Sydney, Nova Scotia. He is
a graduate of St. Francis Xavier University’s business
program and holds a CPA designation. His background
allows Sean to offer the FGCAC extensive industry-based
knowledge regarding plastics and fishing gear along with
guidance on financial and business matters. Sean has
served in a volunteer capacity with a variety of non-profit
and charitable organizations. In addition to the FGCAC
Board, he is currently a Director of the Alzheimer’s Society
of Nova Scotia and the United Way of Cape Breton. Sean
provides mentoring services to a variety of businesses in
the start-up phase of their development. Sean resides near 

Darlene Norman-Brown, Assistant Director with Fundy North 
Fishermen’s Association - FGCAC Director

Darlene has been the Assistant Director for the Fundy
North Fishermen’s Association in St. Andrews, New
Brunswick since September 2015. In her role at Fundy
North, Darlene is the Lead on Fundy North’s Ghost
Gear Retrieval Projects and Old Gear Disposal
Projects. Darlene is the first point of contact for
organizations and individuals looking for advice or
guidance on ghost gear retrieval practices. She helps
lead both the Herring fishery and the River fishery for
Fundy North. As part of the FGCAC, Darlene is the
Lead on two working groups – the Best Management
Practices Group and the Ghost Gear Retrieval Strategy
Group. She's also a member of the Global Ghost Gear

Initiative’s (GGGI) Catalyze and Replicate Solutions Working Group.
     Prior to her role with Fundy North, she completed a 25-year career at Bell Aliant with
a product consultation management portfolio encompassing the four Atlantic
provinces. Darlene’s previous board experience includes a position as a Director for the
Board of Hestia House in Saint John, New Brunswick. Her role on the Board involved
numerous speaking engagements in person and radio, television, and newspaper
interviews to bring public awareness to the plight of abused women. She also served as
a Director for the Board of the Fundy Region Transition House in St. Stephen, New
Brunswick where she lives. Darlene is also a writer/playwright with a 1st place award-
winning short story published in the first edition of Saint John’s Fog Lit Journal and she
holds a membership with the Writer’s Federation of New Brunswick (WFNB). Darlene’s
volunteer includes caring for animals at the Charlotte County SPCA (CCSPCA) and
fostering cats/kittens for the CCSPCA and Ca-R-Ma (Cat Rescue Maritimes).
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Sydney, Nova Scotia and enjoys a variety of multi-season outdoor recreational activities.



     Stan’s wide range of education, work experience and local knowledge makes him
adaptable to complex working environments. His in-depth knowledge of Labrador and
Indigenous rights is often requested by the local, provincial, and national level. He
currently sits on the National Indigenous Advisory Committee for the Canadian
Environment Assessment Agency and the Newfoundland Wilderness and Ecological
Reserves Advisory Council (WERAC). He'll tell you his philosophy is “to create free-detailed
oriented work environments, that focuses on positive collaborative partnerships with
government and business without losing sight of grassroots concerns.” On the personal
side, Stan is the father of a 30-year-old daughter and the foster parent of a First Nations 6-
year-old girl. For the past 35 years, Stan continues to volunteer in his community and
province.

Stanley Oliver was born and raised in Labrador with
eleven brothers and sisters, his father from the North
Coast (Rigolet) and his mother from North West River.
Stan is an Inuit who is an avid hunter, fisher, and
outdoorsman. He has worked in the Labrador and Atlantic
region in the Natural Resources industry for 30+ years,
occupying several senior management and leadership
positions with the Nunatsiavut Government and the
Atlantic First Nations Congress. He holds a Diploma from
Memorial University as Resource Technician, a Certified
Engineering Technician with the Newfoundland
Association of Engineers and numerous certificates in
Aboriginal Governance and Administration.
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Stanley Oliver, Oceans & Aquatics Specialist with
NunatuKavut Community Council - FGCAC Director
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Jade Petritchenko, Research Assistant with Fishermen and
Scientists Research Society (FSRS) - FGCAC Director

With the FSPS, Jade has conducted
collaborative science with fishers across the
Maritimes on topics such as ghost gear, bait
use, V-notching, catch data analysis, and
environmental monitoring.She graduated with a
Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Marine Biology
with a minor in Sustainable Aquaculture and
Fisheries Ecology from Memorial University,
Newfoundland. Her focus is invertebrates, with
a love for all things creepy and crawly! Jade’s
Honours research project focused on
reproduction in thyasirid bivalves. She has also
worked with lobster, scallops, snow crabs, and
Jonah crabs. Jade is passionate about baking,
knitting, science fiction, and her pet hedgehogs,
sugar gliders, and axolotls. 



Alexa Goodman (they/she), MMM, BSc., 
Environmental Consultant - FGCAC Co-Chair

Alexa Goodman is an established regional ALDFG
expert in Atlantic Canada with publications on the
subject in Marine Pollution Bulletin (Goodman et
al., 2020) and in Ocean and Coastal Management
(Goodman et al., 2019), and numerous media
engagements. They completed a Master of Marine
Management at Dalhousie University (2018),
where their research focused on managing
abandoned, lost, and discarded lobster fishing
gear in the Bay of Fundy. Alexa Co-Chair’s the
Fishing Gear Coalition of Atlantic Canada and has
completed a Comprehensive Report for the
Coalition overviewing the State of ALDFG in the
Canadian Maritimes and is Coastal Action’s Ghost
Gear Project Coordinator.
     Alexa’s background is in marine biology and environmental sustainability
(BSc.). They have worked with Fundy North Fishermen’s Association on their Ghost
Gear Retrieval Project (2018) and on George’s Bank with Atlantic Catch Data as a
fisheries observer (2017). Alexa has also worked as a research assistant with the
Marine Affairs Program and School for Resource and Environmental Studies at
Dalhousie University as well as with the Nova Scotia Community College on
aquaculture and marine debris related projects, is a Sustainable Oceans Alliance Youth
Leader and Mentor, and is the founder and CEO of Stop Trashing It Network.
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MEET THE CO-CHAIRS
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Aaron has a background in start-up development,
management, information and communication technology,
marketing, and aquaculture. Aaron has an MSc. degree in
Technology Entrepreneurship and Innovation from Saint
Mary’s University, a Diploma in Computer Systems and
Networks and graduated with a Diploma in Marine Diesel
Mechanics. For Ashored, Aaron is responsible for its
growth strategy, vision, investor relations, partnership
strategy, team leadership, industry thought leadership, and
other key business activities.

Aaron Stevenson, CEO & Co-Founder of Ashored Inc. 
– FGCAC Executive Director & Co-Chair



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

The onshore disposal team is working to create a waste management program for end-of-
life fishing gear in Atlantic Canada and eastern Quebec. The team has completed their
research in Nova Scotia and released a report titled “End-of-Life Fishing Gear
Management in Nova Scotia”. The team is now collecting data in the other provinces and
are working with Third Sector Enhancement to complete their engagement sessions with
stakeholders in Nova Scotia. Check out their new project page on our website!

On Shore Disposal

ACTION TEAM UPDATES

The GGRSG is working with DFO to improve existing permitting processes for at-sea ghost
gear retrieval to ease retrieval efforts. A new Section 52 Scientific Permit has been
developed and is being finalized by DFO. The group will continue to discuss updates and
changes from DFO, and review new information that may arise from ghost gear retrieval
efforts in other areas, which will be communicated with the FGCAC.

At-Sea Retrieval Permitting - Ghost Gear Retrieval Strategy Group
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The land based permitting team are working to simplify and promote shoreline, beach and
fishing harbour clean-ups in the Atlantic Provinces. They are collecting information to
develop education and communication tools and guides to help groups get involved in
these types of clean-ups.

Land-Based Permitting

The hotspot mapping team is working to create, refine, and expand hotspot maps of
known gear loss in Atlantic Canada. They are currently compiling useful data and working
to modify existing data to 
develop these maps.

Hotspot Mapping

The communications team
has implemented their social
media strategy and are active
on the FGCAC Facebook,
Instagram, and LinkedIn
pages. Check out our new
website homepage and other
changes throughout the site!

Communications

The BMP team is currently compiling BMPs for ghost gear removal in the Atlantic Region.
The team has developed an overall set of best management practices for the entire
Region, which is currently under review by the FGCAC. Following this, a focus group will
help assess if the BMPs can be applied to the entire Atlantic Region, or if they need to be
scaled-down more locally.

Best Management Practices (BMPs)
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Ready to take action? Visit 
fgcac.org to become a member.

Ghost Gear Retrieval, St. Andrews, NB (2018). Photo Credit: Alexa Goodman.

https://fgcac.org/get-involved/


How? With their poop! As whales swim long distances through the ocean, diving deep
down and then resurfacing, they mix nutrients in the ocean, with their poop acting as
a fertilizer for phytoplankton. Phytoplankton are tiny plants in the ocean that pull
carbon from the atmosphere while producing oxygen.

In fact, phytoplankton produce 50 to 85 per cent of the oxygen we breathe, meaning
every breath we take contains oxygen produced by the ocean! 

Unfortunately, many cetaceans are threatened or endangered around the world. With
a growing human population, the industrialization of our oceans is also increasing.
With more commercial fishing, shipping, and oil and gas exploration than ever,
threats to cetaceans are increasing as well.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Whales help mitigate climate change!
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by Sonia Smith

www.fgcac.org

@FishingGearCoalition

@fgcac

www.linkedin.com/company/fgcac/

info@fgcac.org

FIND US ONLINE!

Fin whale, Bay of Fundy, NS (2016). Photo Credit: Alexa Goodman

https://fgcac.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FishingGearCoalition/
https://www.instagram.com/fgcac/

